PHYSICS 110
Unit 1


INTRODUCTORY LABORATORY

Report Scoring Criteria

The purpose of an introductory physics laboratory is to provide "hands-on" experiences of various physical principles.  In so doing, one becomes familiar with laboratory equipment and procedures and with the scientific method.  Data gathered in the laboratory enable the investigator to construct a model (physical and mathematical) that provides a means of predicting the behavior of the system being studied.  The laboratory report allows the investigator to communicate the findings in a logical and coherent manner.

In general, the score for the laboratory report is broken into two parts: 14 points for content (the physics) and 6 points for presentation (spelling, grammar, word usage, etc.).  The lab report should be neatly printed or typed.  The required components are listed below and were completely described in the laboratory handout.

I.
Title

II.
Description

III.
Data

IV.
Analysis

V.
Graphs

VI.
Conclusions

Remember that the lab report is how you communicate your findings to others.  It needs to be clearly and concisely written using complete sentences.  To be complete it should contain all relevant information concerning your experiences in the lab and your findings.  A successful lab is based upon a discussion of what you learned.  It would be of interest if you also discussed how you might improve the experiment or how you would perform the experiment if you were given an opportunity to repeat it.

	Scoring range
	Criteria

	20 – 19
	All elements of the report are in place. There are no omissions in data and the findings are examined and explained.  There is a discussion of sources of error in the measurement process.  There are no grammatical or spelling errors.

	18.9 – 16
	A few unexplained errors or omissions.  Analyses not complete. 

	15.9 –12
	Analysis is sketchy.  Data are incomplete or missing (without explanation).  There are several spelling errors.

	11.9 – 10
	Several major errors in analysis or lack of content.  Incoherent or disorganized with several grammar or spelling errors.

	9.9 – 0
	Unacceptable work.  Little or no effort apparent.


