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Sacagawea 
 

 Sacagawea was born to a Native American tribe called the Shoshone. They 
lived in the west. Today this area is Idaho State.  When she was about 12 years old, 
she and several other girls were kidnapped by another Native American tribe. She 
was taken to their village in what is now North Dakota.  
 
 When Sacagawea was about 13, she became a wife of Toussaint Charbonneau, 
a French trapper. He already had another young Shoshone wife named Otter 
Woman.  
 
 The Corps of Discovery was a group of American Explorers. Thomas 
Jefferson, the third president of the United States asked them to travel and learn 
about the west of the United States. They arrived in Sacagawea’s village and 
stayed there for the winter of 1804-05. She was pregnant with her first child. 
Meriweather Lewis and William Clark, the leaders of the Corps of Discovery, hired 
Charbonneau and Sacagawea to travel with them and translate. Sacagawea had a son 
on February 11, 1805. Two months after her baby was born, she traveled with her 
son and the Corps of Discovery to the Pacific Coast and back.  
 
 The goal of the Corps of Discovery was to find a quick and easy passage to 
the west coast. They tried to do this by following the Missouri River. This journey 
was considered very successful. New information about plants and animals were 
discovered. The Corps of Discovery made contact with Native American tribes that 
were new to the western world. The Corps of Discovery made it all the way to the 
Pacific Ocean and returned. This journey took about 1 ½ years.  
 
  Sacagawea was an invaluable member of the Corps of Discovery. 
Simply because she was a woman she helped the Corps. When Native American 
tribes met the Corps and Sacagawea, a woman, they believed that the Corps was not 
a warring group. They believed the Corps when they said they came to learn. Also, 
Sacagawea translated when the Corps met other Native American tribes. She gave 
advice about what was the best route to take through the woods and mountains.  
 
 There are many myths and legends surrounding Sacagwea’s life. After the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, she lived with her husband and the Native American 
tribe in North Dakota. They then accepted William Clark’s invitation to live in St. 
Louis. Toussaint and Sacagawea gave the care and education of their son, to William 
Clark. Sacagawea had a daughter named Squanto. After this, the information is not 
clear. Sacagawea may have died sometime around 1810 or 1811.  


