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Green River Community College 
ESOL 15 – Level 5  

 
Studying Martin Luther King Jr.- Chapter 4 
Writing a summary 
Step One: Write the most major points of the chapter on the lines below. Don't write it as a 
paragraph. Write it as a list. If you need more space, then take away events until you can fit 
them in this space. What you write here will be the plot summary of this chapter.  
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 

9. 

 
Step Two: Go back to this list and underline the main points. Then write a topic sentence 
about the main idea of the chapter on the first line below. Finally, add all the important points 
from your list and finish the summary.  Try to stay in the space provided below. 
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Writing a Reaction: 
A reaction is your response to what happens in a chapter. A reaction can be a number of 
different things, but most importantly it is personal for you. It's not a longer description of what 
happens to the people in the chapter. It is what you think about after you have read and 
thought about the chapter. We are writing the reactions after the summary because when you 
have finished the summary, you should have a good idea of what happened in the chapter. 
Here are a few things that might be part of a reaction: 
 
1.  Your memories. What did the events of this chapter make you think about from your 
background? Did you have a similar experience when you were a child or with your family as an 
adult? You can tell your own story and how it is similar to what happened in the story. 
 
2. Your thoughts about what happened in the chapter. Write your opinions.  
 
 
Use the remaining space to write your reaction: 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


