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BEGINNING LITERACY LOW BEGINNING HIGH BEGINNING LOW INTERMEDIATE INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED 

011 012 013 014 015 016 

Reading 
Read words for real-life 
purposes. 
 
Read simple sentences 
conveying personal 
information or general 
information on familiar 
topics.  
 
Recognize and interpret 
common signs in the 
environment 
 
Recognize sight words 
 
Decode basic short 
vowel words that follow 
a pattern  
 
Identify and use family 
vocabulary 
 
Recognize plural words 
with “s” and some 
common irregular plural 
words 
 
Recognize basic English 
syntax S-V-O 
 
Alphabet/Phonics 
Read the alphabet  
 
Differentiate upper and 
lower case letters  
 
Know sound/symbol 
correspondence  
 
Have short vowel sound 

Reading 
Read simple texts for 
real-life purposes and 
be able to answer 
questions about the text. 
 
Monitor comprehension 
by using a variety of 
strategies, perhaps one 
at a time. 
 
Recognize sounds of 
English language and 
identify letter-sound 
correspondences. 
 
Understand meanings of 
simple everyday words 
and symbols and of 
words related to 
personal interest. 
 
Read high-interest 
words, own writing, and 
simplified sentences in 
an active voice aloud, 
slowly but accurately 
 
Writing  
Write sentences that all 
express a controlling 
idea/purpose on a 
familiar topic.  
 
Follow a highly 
structured plan to write 
sentences that are clear 
and comprehensible. 
 
All sentences are 
related and sequenced 

Reading 
Read simple stories and 
be able to answer 
questions and identify 
the important 
information.  
 
Read texts and write 
and answer Wh- 
questions about it.  
 
Use context to guess 
meaning of unfamiliar 
words in a simple text.  
 
Read and retell simple 
stories 
 
Writing  
Write related sentences 
in paragraph form (i.e. 
title, indented) 
 
Follow a plan or text 
model to write 
sentences that express 
a controlling 
idea/purpose. 
 
Sentences are clear and 
sequenced. 
 
Use “and, but, or” in 
compound sentences. 
 
Use common 
vocabulary in context to 
express ideas in writing.  
 
Write sentences, 
questions and negatives 

Reading  
Read and understand 
authentic text or stories 
on a familiar topic with 
support 
 
Recognize the 
difference between the 
main point and a detail.  
  
Read and express an 
opinion based on what 
you have read 
Read texts and write 
and answer Wh- 
questions about it.  
 
Read and follow written 
directions.  
Discern the difference 
between a fact and an 
opinion 
 
Use context to guess 
meaning of unfamiliar 
words in a multi-
paragraph text. 

 
 Writing  
Write one paragraph or 
longer narrative that 
expresses a controlling 
idea/or purpose for an 
intended audience. 
 
Create and follow a plan 
for writing that includes 
supporting details in 
logical sequencing 
ending in a conclusion. 
 

Reading  

 Read authentic texts 
and stories and be able 
to answer questions and 
identify the main idea.  

  

 Read and follow written 
directions.  

  

 Recognize the 
difference between the 
main point and a detail, 
opinion and fact.  

  

 Read texts and write 
and answer Wh- 
questions about it.  

  

 Read and express an 
opinion based on what 
was read 

  

 Use context to guess 
meaning of unfamiliar 
words in a multi-
paragraph text. 

  

 Understand information 
in the text that is not 
stated directly 

  
Writing  

 Write a multiple 
paragraph narrative, 
informative, or 
expressive text. 

  

 Use simple planning 
strategies to create a 
clear controlling idea, in 

Reading  

 Read and comprehend 
the purpose and 
inference of written 
English on a range of 
familiar and new topics. 

  

 Distinguish the main 
idea and details of 
written English on 
academic topics.  

  

 Read and understand 
English vocabulary and 
grammar need to 
understand simple and 
complicated concepts 
with increased 
precision. 

  

 Use various language 
learning strategies to 
gain understanding 
while reading in English.  

 .  
 
Writing 

 Write a short essay on 
topics that extend 
beyond the individual 
and may be based on 
input from reading and 
listening.  
 

 Use multiple planning 
and prewriting strategies 
to  

 write with a clear 
controlling idea, a set of 
supporting paragraphs, 
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recognition 
 
NUMBERS 
Read numbers in words 
and numerals from 1-
100 
 
Read dates with 
ordinals 
 
Writing  
Write for real life 
purposes on self or 
familiar topics. 
 
Use a model or plan to 
write sentences that are 
clear and 
comprehensible. 
 
Write all letters of the 
alphabet and numbers 
(i.e.1-100 and ordinals) 
 
Use simple everyday 
high frequency 
vocabulary and phrases 
(e.g. signature, 
addresses, prices etc)   
 
Use subject pronouns, 
common regular and a 
few irregular plurals, 
and prepositions of time. 
 
Write sentences, 
questions and negatives 
using Be verb and 
simple present tense.  
 
Revise writing with 
intensive support from 
teacher, aide or 

logically. 
 
Write sentences with 
compound subjects. 
 
Use everyday familiar 
vocabulary in writing.  
 
Writes sentences, 
questions and negatives 
using the BE verb and 
simple present tense.  
 
Writes sentences with 
correct word order 
(S+V+O+P+T) 
subject/verb agreement.  
 
Use plurals, possessive 
and descriptive 
adjectives, prepositions 
of time, location and 
date. 
 
Begin to develop 
revision strategies with 
feedback from others. 
(e.g. rereading and 
revising). 
 
Edit sentences for 
correct grammar, 
punctuation, spelling 

and capitalization. 

 
Speaking 
Ask and answer 
questions about 
personal information, 
health, work, and daily 
schedule  
 
Talk about familiar 

use simple present, 
present progressive, 
future with will and 
some common irregular 
past tense verbs (e.g. 
get, have, be, go)   
 
Sentences have correct 
word order 
(S+V+O+P+T) 
 
Begin to summarize a 
simple story in a few 
sentences. 
 
Sentences use  plurals, 
possessive and 
descriptive adjectives, 
subject and object 
pronouns correctly 
 
Revise content based 
on review and feedback 
from teacher, aide or 
classmates. 
 
Edit sentences for 
correct grammar, 
punctuation, spelling 
and capitalization. 
 
Speaking 
Apply sound/symbol 
relationships to speak 
and spell simple words.  
 
Use and understand 
simple phrases in 
English to communicate 
basic, everyday needs 
clarify when needed.  
 
Participate in a small 

Use more precise 
vocabulary in context to 
express ideas. 
 
Develop awareness of 
word forms and families 
and their appropriate 
use. 
 
Use simple past tense 
and future with 
„will‟/„going to‟ in 
statements, negatives 
and questions for 
regular and irregular 
verbs. Use gerunds, 
infinitives, modals of  
advice (e.g. should) and 
necessity (e.g. must, 
have to have got to, had 
to) 
 
Write compound 
sentences, with correct 
verb tenses, 
subject/verb agreement, 
plurals, pronouns and 
word order 
(S+V+O+P+T) 
 
 
Begin to summarize 
brief stories in writing 
 
Revise content based 
on review and feedback 
from teacher, aide or 
classmates. 
 
Edit writing for grammar, 
capitalization, spelling 
and punctuation (e.g. 
end periods, some 

a text with logically 
sequenced and 
developed details and 
examples. 

  

 Use appropriate 
connecting words and 
phrases that support the 
idea being expressed. 

  

 Continue to use precise 
vocabulary in context to 
express feelings, 
opinions and ideas. 
Continue to develop 
awareness of word 
forms and families and 
their appropriate use. 

  

 Continue to improve use 
of correct verb tenses, 
subject/verb agreement, 
plurals, pronouns and 
word order 
(S+V+O+P+T) 

  

 Use accurately and 
consistently present, 
past, future, present 
perfect and modals 
negatives, questions, 
prepositions, 
subject/object/possessiv
e pronouns. 

  

 Write complex 
sentences with 
transitions, coordinating 
and subordinating 
conjunctions, dependent 
and independent 
clauses 

 Summarize stories 

with  an introduction, 
and a conclusion.  
 

 Use appropriate 
connecting words and 
phrases that support 
and develop the idea 
being expressed to 
achieve coherence and 
cohesion. 
 

 Continue to use precise 
vocabulary in context to 
express feelings, 
opinions and ideas. 
Continue to develop 
awareness of word 
forms and families and 
their appropriate use. 

  

 Use present perfect, 
gerunds and infinitives,  
high frequency two-word 
verbs,  

  “ed” and “ing” 
adjectives.   

  

 Write complex 
sentences with 
transitions: coordinating 
and subordinating 
conjunctions and 
prepositions. 

  

 Use adjective and noun 
clauses. 

  

 Summarize stories. 

  

 Revise writing through 
feedback from teacher 
or peers. 
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classmates. 
 
Edit sentences for 
correct grammar, 
punctuation, spelling 
and capitalization. 
 
  
Speaking/Listening 
Recognize and respond 
appropriately to basic 
formulaic speech (How 
are you? Good morning) 
 
Be able to follow basic 
classroom instructions 
 
Answer and ask basic 
personal informational 
questions  
 
Alphabet/Phonics 
Recognize (read), write, 
and say alphabet  
 
Alphabetize lists  
 
Differentiate upper and 
lower case letters  
 
Know sound/symbol 
correspondence  
 
Have short vowel sound 
recognition 
 
CALENDAR 
Learn months, days, 
orally and in writing 
 
Read dates with 
ordinals 
 

topics—e.g. daily 
activities, family, friends, 
work, and school. 
 
Use simple phrases to 
communicate basic 
likes, needs and wants. 
 
Use prepositions of 
location while giving or 
asking for directions to 
places in the community 
 
Use simple adjectives to 
describe self and others 
(e.g.--old, young, tall, 
happy) 
 
Listening  
Understand questions 
about everyday habits, 
needs and personal 
information. 
Understand classroom 
directions.   
 
Classroom Skills 
Learn organizational 
skills and learn how to 
function in a classroom 
setting.  
Learn to work with 
students from different 
countries.  
 
 
 
 
 

group conversation 
using simple prompts, 
express ideas and/or 
experiences, agree or 
disagree with others.  
 
Give accurate personal 
history in a social 
setting.  
 
Speak with intelligible 
pronunciation.  
 
 
Listening  
Understand the gist 
and/or purpose of brief 
spoken messages on 
everyday topics. 
 
Listen or read and follow 
2-3 step directions  
 
Recognize important 
information in 
conversation on familiar 
topic.  
 
Classroom Skills 
Learn organizational 
skills 
 
Learn to function in a 
classroom setting 
 
Learn to work with 
students from different 
countries 
 
 

commas).  
 
Speaking 
Use and understand 
simple phrases in 
English to communicate 
basic, everyday needs.  
 
Clarify meaning or ask 
for clarification when 
communication breaks 
down.  
 
Participate in a 
discussion, express 
opinions and agree or 
disagree with others.  
 
Give accurate personal 
history in a social 
setting.   
 
Speak with intelligible 
pronunciation.  
 
Use conversation 
strategies (e.g. asking 
follow up-questions, 
showing interest).  
 
Listening  
Understand the main 
idea of authentic speech 
in person, or through the 
media.  
 
Recognize reduced 
speech.  
 
Classroom Skills 
Learn organizational 
skills 
 

  

 Revise writing through 
feedback from teacher 
or peers 

  
Edit writing for accurate 
use grammar, 
punctuation, spelling, 
and capitalization 
 
Speaking 

 Use and understand 
phrases in English to 
communicate everyday 
needs.  

  

 Clarify meaning or ask 
for clarification when 
communication breaks 
down. 

   

 Participate in a 
discussion, express 
opinions and agree or 
disagree with others.  

  

 Request and provide 
detailed information 
(e.g. work requirements,  
giving directions, 
making a complaint) 

  

 Express reasons 
personal 
actions/choices (e.g. 
late/absent for class, 
choices for goals)  

  

 Speak with intelligible 
pronunciation.  

  

 Use conversation 

  

 Edit writing for grammar, 
capitalization, spelling 
and punctuation, 
including quotation 
marks, and limited use 
of semi-colons 

  
Speaking  
Students will participate 
and lead class 
discussions and give 
short oral presentations.  
 
Students will 
communicate though 
spoken English simple 
and increasingly 
complex ideas in 
personal and 
educational contexts.  
 
Students will use 
English effectively to 
communicate in a range 
of socio and linguistic 
contexts with emphasis 
placed on skills needed 
to succeed in attending 
college.  
 
Listening 
Students will 
comprehend the 
purpose and inference 
of spoken English on a 
range of familiar and 
new topics. 
 
Students will distinguish 
the main idea and 
details of spoken 
English on academic 
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Write dates with words 
and in numbers 
 
NUMBERS 
Recognize (read), say, 
and write numbers in 
words and numerals 
from 1-100 
 
Give and record phone 
numbers 
 
Use ordinals from 1-31 
in dates 
 
MONEY 
Recognize and count 
money 
 
Be able to make change 
 
Carry numbers while 
adding and subtracting 
 
Recognize that rising 
intonation, do/does/did, 
or WH words signal a 
question 
 
Classroom Skills 
Learn organizational 
skills 
 
Learn to function in a 
classroom setting 
 
Learn to work with 
students from different 
countries 
 

Learn to function in a 
classroom setting 
 
Learn to work with 
students from different 
countries 
 
 

strategies (e.g. asking 
follow up-questions, 
showing interest).  

  
Listening  

 Listen and understand 
details and essential 
information in familiar 
contexts  

  

 Understand vocabulary 
in everyday 
conversations (e.g. 
work, school,) 

  

 Understand common 
idioms and phrasal 
verbs  
 
Classroom Skills 
Learn organizational 
skills 
 
Learn to function in a 
classroom setting 
 
Learn to work with 
students from different 
countries 
 
 

topics.  
Students will learn and 
the use of English 
vocabulary and 
grammar need to 
communicate simple 
and complicated 
concepts with increased 
precision. 
 
Student will utilize 
various language 
learning strategies to 
gain understanding and 
communicate in English.  
 
Classroom Skills 
Learn organizational 
skills 
 
Learn to function in a 
classroom setting 
 
Learn to work with 
students from different 
countries 
 
 

 


