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International Baccalaureate  

An Introduction (November 2010) 

 
The International Baccalaureate Program is a rigorous pre-college course of study for the highly 

motivated high school students. The comprehensive curriculum is designed to prepare students for 

liberal arts education at the college-level. Established in 1967, the prestigious IB Program has grown to 

include over 1000 schools in more than 100 countries. It is called “international” because it is available 

to students in several countries, not because it is in any way an international experience.  

 There are currently 16 high schools in Washington State that offer the program; they include 

Kent-Meridian HS, Ingraham HS, Chief Sealth HS, Skyline HS, Mount Rainier HS, Sumner 

HS, Foss HS, Thomas Jefferson HS, Interlake HS, Edmonds HS, Kennewick HS, Inglemoor 

HS, Capital HS, Columbia River HS, A.C. Davis HS and Annie Wright School to name a few.  

 Eleven Washington State community colleges currently indicate that they will accept IB credit. 

Those include Bellevue, Edmonds, Everett, Olympic, Seattle Central, North Seattle, South 

Puget Sound, Tacoma, Walla Walla, Whatcom, and Yakima. 

 Schools teaching IB diploma program is required to complete a self-study every 5 years. 

 For students aged 16 to 19 years 

 IB is a not-for-profit organization 

 IB operates in 124 countries 

 

Curriculum 

 An academically challenging and balanced program of education with final examinations 

 Participants in the IB Program become part of an international group of students taking similar 

courses based on rigorous academic standards.  

 Students learn how to critically analyze, thoughtfully question, and carefully reach conclusions 

about cultures, languages, literature, mathematics, and the natural world.  

 The curriculum is offered in three languages:  English, French and Spanish. 

 A two-year curriculum that is rigorous and intellectually coherent, encouraging critical thinking 

through the study of a wide range of subjects in traditional academic disciplines while 

encouraging an international perspective 

 Six subject areas:   

o Group 1 – Language A1 

o Group 2 – Second Language 

o Group 3 – Individuals and Society 

o Group 4 – Experimental Sciences 

o Group 5 – Mathematics and Computer Science 

o Group 6 –The Arts  

 Curriculum is continuously reviewed and enriched 

 The International Baccalaureate program is similar to the College Board Advanced Placement 

program.  What is the difference between IB and AP?  Answer: AP is just a test.  Students do 

not need to take a class to get an AP score that they would apply to college credit.  IB scores 

require a test score AND a very rigorous class. 

 

 

  



GRCC CAT Committee http://www.instruction.greenriver.edu/kclay/CAT/IBsummary.pdf 

 

 

Exams 

 Two sets of exams are provided, Standard Level and Higher Level.  Universities generally 

accept credits for Higher Level exam results only. 

 Exams occur in May, with grades issued in July.  Makeup or retake exams (or international 

exams) are in November. 

 Experienced examiners worldwide evaluate their work.  

 IB examination is internationally accredited.  

 Final exams are assessed by an international team of evaluators that are trained and monitored 

by IB 

 

Why Is IB A Significant High School Option? 
This Program:  

 Raises educational standards to meet high expectations  

 Provides a course of study for a well-rounded, highly capable and achieving student  

 Enables the student to compete in an international arena  

 Establishes examination accountability for teachers and students  

 Establishes a cooperative student/teacher relationship  

 Program participants are highly sought after applicants at major colleges and universities 

worldwide 

The Benefits of the IB Diploma Program  
 The payoff for the student is exemption for many entry level courses.   

 This in turn means that a student gets his or her degree requirements completed more quickly.   

 Fewer credits mean less tuition costs. 

 Improved admission admissions possibilities to top universities worldwide 

 Access to college-level transfer credits in high school. 

 Another method for obtaining “dual” high school and college credit. 

 

Domestic students who plan to study abroad may gain credits toward college at international 

institutions. National and International universities recognize the outstanding qualities of IB Diploma 

Program students. Typically, diploma holders are ready to debate real-world issues from an 

international perspective and to provide leadership and support in the local and global community. 

They demonstrate a capacity for in-depth study while maintaining a broad perspective of the different 

subject areas. They are able to ask challenging questions but also know how to research a topic and 

express their opinion. They have a strong sense of their own culture and identity, as well as the ability 

to communicate in two or more languages with people who have a different perspective of the world. 

 

Internationally Recognized Standards 

The IB Diploma Program is widely recognized for its high academic standards. Assessment is varied 

and takes place over two years, with final examinations in each subject. Students' work is assessed by 

an international board of examiners, who are themselves rigorously trained and monitored by the 

International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO). Subjects are scored on a 1-7 scale.  

 

  



GRCC CAT Committee http://www.instruction.greenriver.edu/kclay/CAT/IBsummary.pdf 

 

 

What does it mean for Green River? 

As students continue to assess merits of colleges while making their college choices, it promotes us 

both nationally and internationally. 

 

It has the ability to bring more students to GRCC that might typically attend a local community college 

that does not award credit for IB.   

 

IB allows for local partnerships with high schools that teach an IB curriculum. 

Question#1:    

Would a student with an IB background really want equivalent credit from a community college?  

Most of the students who take IB classes fall short of the full IB diploma.  These students are likely to 

attend a CC for the same reasons that any other student would.  They have heard from IB advisors that 

their coursework is good for credit at major universities so they would expect a community college to 

treat them the same. 

 

Question#2: 

 Is it really fair for departments at GRCC to award credit for AP scores but not IB scores (which 

actually require a lot more work on the part of the student)?  No. 

 

Proposal –  

1. At a minimum, have faculty departments assess the curriculum and allow credit for any 

courses currently awarded under the Advanced Placement model. 

2. Have faculty assess IB curriculum guides, and baccalaureate transfer schema to assess if 

additional credits can be awarded to IB students.  
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