Ocean 101


The poster project

Poster mechanics
A poster is a visually-oriented stand-alone presentation of a topic. As a visual presentation, posters follow the same rules as advertisements.  NOTE: East must present your own poster in order to receive credit for this assignment.  
• The title and the name of the author are prominently displayed. The title is usually less than 
fifteen words long. Make the letters in your title at least two-thirds of an inch tall, or 
better yet, typeset them at 48-point or greater type.

• 4 graphical elements: The poster should have 4 graphical elements (e.g., photographs, drawings, graphs, etc.) that help explain the topic, but do not overwhelm the reader. Avoid having too many (>10) or too few (< 4) graphical elements. Arrange them in an order that helps to support the story told by the poster.

• The text of the poster should summarize the points of the poster, explain the graphic, and show what works were referenced for the poster (see below).  You should aim for a word count between 300 and 500 words, but you don’t have to do an exact word count. Be sure that you have both captions for the graphical elements and a short body text to tie what the graphics show into the larger idea. Typeset this; don't handwrite it.  Use at least 18 point type for the captions and at least 16 point type for the body text. If you use the exact wording of a source, you must place that wording in quotes; don't plagiarize!

• The bibliography of your sources (= 12.5% of the grade) must be shown in one of the bottom right front corners of your poster. Use standard research paper format for the bibliographic entries (they should all start off with an author's name and must include the date published and the title of the publication) whether the source is a book, magazine or journal article, internet website or an interview. Ask me if you are unclear about the format or check out the following websites. You must have at least two other sources than the textbook; at least one of those must be from a printed book, or magazine, newspaper, or journal article. Do NOT plagiarize; this includes lifting whole paragraphs off the internet (even if you reference the paragraph)!

Bibliography format: Each print source should be numbered and listed in the order of the APA Style Guide (Author. (Date). Title. Publisher, etc.).  Examples from http://www.liu.edu/CWIS/CWP/library/workshop/citapa.htm shown below:
Book:
1) Okuda, M., & Okuda, D. (1993). Star trek chronology: The history of the future. New York: Pocket Books. 

Newspaper Article: 

2) Di Rado, A. (1995, March 15). Trekking through college: Classes explore modern society using the world of Star trek. Los Angeles Times, p. A3. 

Websites: 

 3) National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Jet Propulsion Laboratory. (2007). Mission could seek out Spock's home planet.Retrieved January 7, 2009, from PlanetQuest: Exoplanet Exploration.  Web site: http://planetquest.jpl.nasa.gov/news/planetVulcan.cfm 
The poster you should be prepared to present the posters on Thursday March 10th.  As you enter the room, you will get two "poster evaluation" forms. You will need to conduct a peer review the two other posters, according to the directions on the form; you will turn in these forms. 

Ideas for Projects:


The following is a list of ideas to get you started thinking about your projects. The basic rule is that the poster must concern some aspect of the oceans or their history. Your projects do not have to come from this list, but in any case please talk to me before you start work. The topics you cannot do for the project are those which are covered in great detail in the book or what we did for the group project. Talk to me if you have questions about the appropriateness of a topic. Be legible! 
Some ideas for projects:


• Marine fossil- big or small 

• The biology of a marine fish, reptile, or mammal, or invertebrate species 

• New species discovered in the last few years

• Mining or fishing the resources of the ocean
• Puget Sound tides, pollution, clams, whale or anything else dealing with Puget Sound 

• The animals found in Puget Sound or another ecosystem around the world

• The environmental effects of any tropical cyclone other than Katrina
• History of exploration of the oceans- pick a specific voyage of discovery or a specific time 
period

• Use of the ocean by the military powers past or present

• Effects of current or future climate change on a marine environment
How to get extra credit on the poster project: 
 A poster that receives extra credit must:

 
1) Complete all items needed to get full credit and 2) demonstrate additional effort beyond what is the minimum required (for example- have more than 3 references or more than 4 graphic elements).  


Note: you will not get additional credit for going beyond the 500 word length or beyond limit of 10 graphic elements.

Ocean 101 Poster Evaluation 


Reviewer's (Your) Name:





 (40 points + 10 possible Extra Credit)

You should evaluate the 2 posters to the right of your own poster: 
Author & Title of the poster you are evaluating:

Rate all categories on a scale of 1 (poor) to 3-7, depending on scale (= excellent)

The author's name and the poster title are clearly stated and visible from a distance & poster format conforms with instructions.

0
1
2
3



The poster topic is relevant to the class and provides new information

0
1
2
3


The poster contains few, if any, spelling, punctuation or grammatical errors and has a logical flow that ties all of its parts together well.


0
1
2
3




Overall, the poster had good design, which includes having captions for each graphic that explain the graphic (3 pts) and REFERENCE the source of the graphic (you may reference yourself if you produced the graphic) (2 pts).


0
1
2
3
4
5


The poster makes good general use of visual/graphic information and contains least 4 graphic elements that help explain the topic.


0
1
2
3
4
5
6
The poster makes good use of at least one graphic element produced by the author of the poster.


0
1
2
3
4

The poster has a legible properly placed bibliography, complete with 3 references listing authors, date, title and, website updates dates and sponsoring organizations and contains a non-textbook, non-web-based reference (2 pts).


0
1
2
3
4
5


Author of poster was able to speak about the subject in a clear, precise, organized fashion and answer all reasonable questions.


0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7


Your Questions: (4 points) 
1) Ask the presenter a question about the poster's topic; record your question and their answer on back of this sheet.

2) When you have finished evaluating the assigned posters review the other posters in the room:  Ask another presenter a question about their poster's topic record your questions and their answers on back of this sheet.
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