Spanish 115 (1 credit)  Spring 2009  GRCC
Prof. Erin Fernández Mommer
Office; HS 49  ext. 4408   email: emommer@greenriver.edu
Office Hours: M,T,F 1:00-2:00 pm

Department website: http://www.instruction.greenriver.edu/spanish/
Spanish 115 focuses on learning activities that allow the student to become familiar with some aspects of the Hispanic world. Students are required to participate in each class (10 hours) as well as to do some activities outside the classroom (10 hours). Since the evaluation of the class is based on participation, the attendance and punctuality is a very important requirement. Student will be allowed one justified absence if needed. Beyond that, the grade will go down 20 points per extra absence. Each class will have a value of 10 points. Students will only earn them if ready to participate substantially in class activities, if homework is done properly and if they do well on the quiz (if there is one for that class). At the end, I will convert the 100 points earned into the corresponding decimal grade.

Desired Student Outcomes

1- Students will acquire basic knowledge of the diversity of the Hispanic world and its history.
2- Students will understand the roots of common stereotypes about the Hispanic world in the US and about the USA in the Hispanic World.

3- Students will be able to recognize and use essential components of effective reasoning to evaluate information and to improve the quality of your own thinking.

4-  Students will demonstrate a sense of personal responsibility.
4.1- Students will identify and comply with expectations, policies and procedures clearly stated in the course’s syllabus.

4.2- Students will recognize and accept consequences resulting from a failure to comply with stated expectations, policies and procedures.

4.3- Meet obligations necessary to complete individual and group tasks.

4.4- Students will communicate clearly to instructor any difficulties that may prevent them from fulfilling obligations in a timely form. 

4.5- Demonstrate common courtesies and show respect for the needs, difficulties and rights of others.

4.6- Strive for excellence in their contributions, performances and products.

4.7- Complete their work independently and appropriately acknowledge the source of ideas and contributions of others.

A.D.A.
If you believe you are subject to provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, for instance, if you believe you qualify for course adaptations or special accommodations under this legislation, it is your responsibility to contact the Disabled Students Services Coordinator in the LSC and provide the appropriate documentation.  If you have already documented a disability or other condition which would qualify you for special accommodations, or if you have emergency medical information or special needs I should know about, please notify me during the first week of class.

Tentative calendar:

Week #1:

04/03: A view from the South, introductory lecture. Formation of groups and selection of countries each group will work on.
Homework (HW): Look for information on Spain and bring to next class at least 5 facts about Spain that you will like to share with the class, as well as one question for the instructor.

Week #2: 

04/10:  Presentation on Spain and its influences.  Student groups meet in the classroom to prepare for the group presentation for week #5: Theme: celebrations and festivities in the Hispanic world. The group will work on selecting and organizing the material to present. 


HW:  Come to class prepared with 5 questions about Spanish influence on Latin America or Latin America in general.

Week #3: 

04/17: Presentation on Spain and converging influences with 
Latin America + students  comments 
            and questions.  The making of a Peruvian ‘quipu’.
HW: Students will look for information about the origins of “Salsa” as a form of music and dancing.

Week #4:
04/24: salsa instruction (come ready to talk about your findings and to dance…)

HW: Groups will finish their presentations for next week 
Week#5:

May 01: Group presentations: Festivities and celebrations in the Hispanic world.
HW: Students read information about “Flamenco” provided by the instructor and prepare for the quiz. Please, wear shoes with a little heel for the next class (men: wear real shoes, no tennis shoes).
Week #6:

05/08: Quiz on Flamenco and Flamenco instruction (come ready to dance... please wear 


shoes with a little heel.)
HW:  Read first act of the play “The eternal feminine” by Rosario Castellanos (for week #8).
Week#7:

05/15:
Movie.
HW: Finish reading the play “The eternal feminine.” Take notes about the issues discussed in the play and about the way in which they are presented by the author.  Prepare for the quiz.
Week #8:

05/22: Quiz about the play. Discussion of women issues in Latin America through the discussion of Castellanos’ play. 


HW: Read handout provided the Mexican Muralism.  Prepare for quiz.
Week #9: 

05/29: Mexican Muralism: Quiz and discussion.

HW: Students will find recipes for Hispanic food and cook for the class.
Week #10:

06/05:
Fiesta: Students will share their recipes and the food they bring.
